
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 

 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, CASS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

GWENDOLYN M. THOMAS 

) 

   Petitioner, ) 

) 

             vs. )              No. 2022-DC-15 

) 

LUKE A. THOMAS, ) 

) 

            Respondent. ) 

 

COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT OF LUKE A. THOMAS IN RESPONSE TO AFFIDAVIT OF 

THE HONORABLE HOLLY J. HENZE 

 

I, LUKE A. THOMAS, being first duly sworn under oath, depose and state that I have 

personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, and if called as a witness, I could and would 

competently testify thereto: 

1. I am the Respondent in the above-captioned cause. I am over the age of eighteen (18), I 

have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this Counter-Affidavit, and if called as a 

witness, I could and would competently testify thereto.  

2. I was admitted to practice law in the State of Illinois in November, 2002; admitted to 

practice law in the United States District Court for the Central District of Illinois and 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of Illinois in 2005; and admitted 

to the United States Supreme Court Bar in 2017. 

3. I actively practiced law in Cass County and throughout the Eighth Judicial Circuit of 

Illinois from January 2003-May 2019.  Similarly, I practiced in the federal courts 

hereinabove identified from 2005-2019. 

4. During my practice of law in the aforesaid Courts, I was never sanctioned nor were 

sanctions ever sought against me for filing any vexatious or frivolous pleading or another 

similarly sanctionable conduct under state or federal rules of practice, including Illinois 



 

Supreme Court Rule 137 or Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11despite handling hundreds 

of cases before said Courts. 

5. This Counter-Affidavit is submitted in response to the Affidavit of the Honorable Holly J. 

Henze, file-stamped October 16, 2026.  

6. On the morning of October 16, 2026, I received a direct email from the Cass County 

Circuit Clerk's Office containing a PDF document titled "Affidavit," signed by the 

Honorable Holly J. Henze and bearing a physical, wet-ink file-stamp of October 16, 

2026. This Affidavit was not served upon me via the mandated Odyssey File & Serve 

(TylerTech) electronic filing system. It did not contain a Notice of Filing, did not bear a 

TylerTech digital watermark or envelope number, and lacked a Certificate of Service 

evidencing standard transmission to the parties.  

7. By contrast, my own filings in this cause—including the Notice of Filing for Completion 

of the Record and the Motion to Continue Evidentiary Hearing, both submitted on 

October 15, 2026—were processed through the TylerTech system and bear the 

corresponding digital watermark. See Group Exhibit A.  

8. Paragraph 8 of the Henze Affidavit states that the communications with the Guardian ad 

Litem "were disclosed to the Petitioner and the Respondent at subsequent hearing(s)...". I 

was present for all subsequent hearings following the May 2023 weekend in question. At 

no time during any subsequent hearing—whether on or off the official record—did Judge 

Henze disclose the substance or extent of the ex parte communications she engaged in 

with the Guardian ad Litem or any other person. 

9. Certified Reports of Proceedings exist for multiple subsequent hearings held in late 2023, 

including September 20, 2023; November 3, 2023; December 1, 2023; and December 29, 

2023. I have reviewed these certified transcripts, and no such disclosure exists within 

them. See Group Exhibit B.  



 

10. The official Cass County Circuit Court docket contains no docket entry, minute entry, or 

written order from May 2023 through the present date memorializing an official, on-the-

record disclosure by Judge Henze of the substance of her ex parte communications with 

the Guardian ad Litem.  

11. On May 19, 2023, the Guardian ad Litem sent an "Urgent" email to the Court stating: "I 

have conferred with Judge Henze.". The substance of that conference has never been 

disclosed on the record. See Group Exhibit C.  

12. During a hearing on September 25, 2025, I was sworn in and testified under oath before 

Chief Judge J. Frank McCartney regarding the ex parte communications. The certified 

Report of Proceedings for September 25, 2025, reflects my testimony: "I asked for ex 

parte communications to be shared with me. That's denied.". See Group Exhibit D. 

Neither Judge Henze nor Petitioner objected to or contradicted this sworn testimony on 

the record at the September 25, 2025 hearing.  

13. Paragraph 7 of the Henze Affidavit states that Judge Henze "obtained from Judge Perrin a 

copy of the Emergency Order of Protection" from Sangamon County and that "A copy of 

same was transmitted to the GAL at her request.". Prior to reading the Henze Affidavit on 

October 16, 2026, I was never informed on the record, nor was any notice filed, stating 

that Judge Henze had independently procured case documents from a judge in a different 

county and transmitted them to the Guardian ad Litem. No docket entry, minute entry, or 

written order reflects this transmission.  

14. During a hearing on November 3, 2023, Judge Henze acknowledged on the record that 

the kidnapping allegation was false. The certified Report of Proceedings for November 3, 

2023, reflects the following statement by Judge Henze: "I entered that order based on 

my—the information that I had at the time that he had basically kidnapped Grant and 

then I find out that that's not the case, you guys had a camping trip planned, you had 



 

given them permission to do that." Judge Henze further stated: "That information wasn't 

exactly correct that I was operating under." A true and correct copy of the relevant 

excerpt is attached as Group Exhibit G. 

15. Paragraph 4 of the Henze Affidavit states that between September 2, 2025, and August 

25, 2026, I "filed in excess of twenty pleadings, which caused delaying in hearing 

pending motions.". Between the filing of my Motions for Disclosure on October 6, 2025, 

and November 14, 2025, and the Court's ruling on August 25, 2026, the Court never 

issued a briefing schedule, notice of hearing, or any written directive indicating that the 

threshold due process motions were being delayed by my other administrative filings.  

16. On October 28, 2025, I transmitted a formal letter to Chief Judge McCartney, attaching 

the pending Motion for Disclosure and explicitly stating: "As to the Motion to Disclose 

Ex-Parte Communications, I believe the Court has the authority and obligation to rule on 

this without delay.". See Group Exhibit E.  

17. Paragraph 5 of the Henze Affidavit relies upon an August 24, 2026 email sent at 3:36 PM 

to claim she provided notice of her intent to rule. She subsequently entered an Order 

denying the motions the very next day, August 25, 2026. I was not provided an 

opportunity to respond, object, or request a hearing before the Order was entered.  

18. On May 11, 2023, my Petition/Motion to Join IHDS for the purpose of determining 

responsibility for any payments made in error based on Petitioner’s alleged 

misrepresentation(s) in her application for public aid/SNAP/TANF benefits was denied. 

At that time I had temporary medical decision making for G.A.T.. 

19. On May 20, 2023, May 22-23, 2023, and May 30, 2023, Judge Henze entered orders 

without any notice, pleading or motion requesting relief pending, entered a series of 

orders based on information obtained ex-parte and not subsequently disclosed in any 

form.  In a span of 18 days, my medical decision-making was stripped, my parenting time 



 

was terminated, a valid Order of Protection I received was vacated, and I was subjected 

to a forced mental health evaluation—all without a single evidentiary hearing, without a 

single transcript, and based entirely on unsworn, ex parte conversations the presiding 

judge had with the GAL, the Petitioner, other judges, or unknown individuals.   

 

VERIFICATION BY CERTIFICATION 

 

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Illinois Code of 

Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this Counter-Affidavit 

are complete and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief, and 

as to such matters, the undersigned certifies aforesaid that I verily believe the same to be true. I 

further state that the statements made in the foregoing Counter-Affidavit as to want of 

knowledge sufficient to form a belief are true. 

 

Dated: October 17, 2026 

/s/ Luke A. Thomas 

By: LUKE A. THOMAS, Respondent 

Thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com 

ARDC No. 6278591 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Luke A. Thomas, an attorney at law duly licensed to practice in the State of Illinois, do 

hereby certify that I served a copy of the foregoing Instrument as set forth herein upon Petitioner 

at her respective electronic mailing address of record: 

 

Gwendolyn M. Thomas: gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com 

 

Signed this 17th day of October, 2026. 

/s/ Luke A. Thomas 

By: LUKE A. THOMAS, Respondent 

Thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com 

ARDC No. 6278591 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RGEXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Description 

Group 
Exhibit A 

TylerTech filing receipts (Envelope Nos. 40498439 and 40503142) 

Group 
Exhibit B 

Certified Reports of Proceedings, Table of Contents (Sept. 20, Nov. 3, Dec. 1, 
Dec. 29, 2023) 

Group 
Exhibit C 

May 19, 2023 email from Guardian ad Litem ("I have conferred with Judge 
Henze") 

Group 
Exhibit D 

Report of Proceedings, September 25, 2025 (testimony: "I asked for ex parte 
communications to be shared with me. That's denied.") 

Group 
Exhibit E 

Letter to Chief Judge McCartney, October 28, 2025 

Group 
Exhibit F 

January 19, 2024 email from Judge Henze ("I have an ethical obligation to ensure 
there are no ex parte communications") 

Group 
Exhibit G 

ROP November 3, 2023 Transcript Excerpt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUP EXHIBIT A 















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






