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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, CASS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
 
GWENDOLYN M. THOMAS,  

 
 Petitioner,  

 
             vs.               No. 2022-DC-15 

                     2022-OP-66 
LUKE A. THOMAS,  

 
 Respondent.  
 
 

MOTION FOR SUBSTITUTION OF JUDGE  
 

 Now comes your Respondent, Luke A. Thomas, and for this Motion for 

Substitution of Judge pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-1001(a)(1): 

 1.   This Motion for Substitution is brought pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-1001(a)(1) 

in each of the above numbered causes. 

2.  On several occasions following Respondent’s diagnosis and prior to the 

commencement of these proceedings, Petitioner would oftentimes share the fact she had collegial 

discussions with many of the judges in the Eighth Judicial Circuit about Respondent’s health 

status, children, family, law firm, employment opportunities and other personal business 

unrelated to matters pending before the Court.  The full circumstances and substance of such 

conversations and any opinions formed as a result are not fully known to Respondent. 

3.  Respondent, on the other hand, last appeared in any court in the circuit as an 

attorney in May, 2019 and has otherwise been unable to practice law or maintain similar 

relationships due to health and dedication to family responsibilities since said time.   
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4.  Since the commencement of these proceedings and subsequent to the 

Honorable Jerry J. Hooker being appointed, contested or possibly contested factual issues 

unknown prior thereto involving the following have come to light: 

A.  The health, care, responsibility of providing care, and care providers involving 

one or more of the parties’ minor children; 

B.  The physical and mental health of Respondent; 

C.  The physical and mental health of Petitioner; 

D.  The employability of Respondent; 

E.  The law firm of  McClure, Thomas & Thomas, including the existence, 

dissolution or continuation of said firm, and the responsibilities of the parties as it pertains to 

said firm at various points in time; 

F.  Whether Petitioner continued to hold herself out as practicing law as partner in 

McClure, Thomas & Thomas after the firm ceased operations; 

G.   Whether Petitioner has made representations about ceasing the practice of law 

as partner in said firm or practicing law in any capacity temporarily and the reason(s) given; 

H.  Whether there continues to be cases pending in which Petitioner appears as 

attorney of record on behalf of the firm or in her personal capacity, the identity and status of said 

cases, and identity of judges assigned to said cases; 

I.  The purpose and substance of conversations (telephone and in-person) with 

judges of the Circuit, including whether those conversations were proper, involved business 

before the court or were personal in nature; 

J.  Whether any potential witness has made statements about the impartiality of 

one or more judges of the Circuit, including the judge originally assigned to hear these matters; 
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K.  Whether Petitioner has acted with reasonable diligence to conclude cases 

currently pending before one or more judges in this Circuit and, if not, the reasons given by 

Petitioner for any delays; 

L.  Whether Petitioner acted with reasonable diligence to conclude cases in which 

fees were owed to Petitioner/firm that concluded between May 1, 2022-October 9, 2022, and, if 

not, the reasons given by Petitioner and/or cause of delay; 

M.  The purpose, timing, and reasoning of Petitioner initiating an ex-parte 

conversation with the Honorable Jerry J. Hooker by outbound call on November 3, 2022, at or 

about 5:36 p.m. at a time of crisis involving the parties’ minor son.   Petitioner did not disclose 

the call until specifically requested by Respondent.  Petitioner’s disclosure to Respondent was 

via text, stating it was for the purpose of scheduling a conference and she discussed the 

hospitalization of the parties’ son.  The substance of the conversation has not been disclosed to 

Respondent to-date. 

O.  Petitioner has attempted to secure employment with the Menard County 

State’s Attorney’s Office and asked if the Honorable Jerry J. Hooker had any pull with “Gabe” 

or the Menard County Board to meet her salary demands during a conference call in this cause, 

which is wholly improper both in timing and substance.   

 5.   Prior to his substitution, the Honorable Roger B. Thomson heard the Ex-Parte 

Emergency Petition and entered the Ex-Parte Order of Protection which was vacated.  Discovery 

in 2022-CM-62 was provided to Respondent, which disclosed the Honorable Roger B. Thomson 

approved the application for the arrest warrant in 2022-CM-62.  The officer who presented the 

application for arrest warrant reports “Judge Thompson[sic] is an independent judge who has no 

prior legal or personal relationship with Luke.”  Respondent and his firm have been opposing 
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counsel to Judge[attorney] Thomson, Respondent and Judge [attorney] Thomson competed for 

associate judgeship position(s), and Petitioner and members of the parties’ firm have appeared as 

counsel before Judge Thomson.    

 6.  During his career of actively practicing law (2003-2019), Respondent enjoyed 

working with Judge Hooker as State’s Attorney, private attorney and Judge, and does not intend 

for this motion to call Judge Hooker’s integrity into question.  However, it is appears Judge 

Hooker may too be called as a potential witness on one or more of the issues raised in paragraphs 

2 & 4 above. 

 7.  Given the unique nature of these cases, the parties involved, the facts and 

circumstances surrounding the issues that have become known after Judge Hooker’s assignment, 

and familiarity with potential witnesses, it would be impossible for him or any similarly situated 

judge to proceed without significant doubts as to impartiality, which is prejudicial not only 

Respondent, but also to avoid any appearance of impropriety to preserve and protect the integrity 

of the Courts of the Eighth Circuit.  

 8.  Respondent’s Affidavit pursuant to statute is attached. 

  

 WHEREFORE, Respondent, Luke A. Thomas, respectfully requests the 

Honorable Jerry J. Hooker enter an order transferring this cause to any convenient county outside 

of the Eighth Judicial Circuit wherein each pending matter can be heard by a judge unfamiliar 

with the parties and potential witnesses as more fully set forth in a Motion for Change of Venue; 

alternatively, enter an order recusing himself from each of  these causes with referral and request 

each pending matter be assigned  to judges in this Circuit who are unfamiliar with the parties and 

potential witnesses, and for such further relief deemed just and proper. 
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By: Luke A. Thomas, Respondent 
 
 
By: /s/ Luke A. Thomas 

 
           Luke A. Thomas, pro se 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I Luke A. Thomas, an attorney at law duly licensed to practice in the State of Illinois, 

do hereby certify that I electronically AMENDED MOTION FOR SUBSTITUTION FOR 

JUDGE in the above-entitled cause upon Defendant electronically to the electronic mailing 

address of record as stated below on the 20th Day of December, 2022. 

Gwendolyn M. Thomas: gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com 
 
 
      /s/ Luke A. Thomas    

       

LUKE A. THOMAS 
Plaintiff 
Temporary Address: 176 Trillium Lane, Springfield, IL 62707 
Thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com 
ARDC No.: 6279891   
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CIRCUIT COURT OF EIGHTH 
 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, ILLINOIS 
 

CASS COUNTY, IN PROBATE 
 
ESTATE OF ) 

) 
SAM L. SEWARD, )              NO. 2021-P-9 

) 
DECEASED ) 
 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR SUBSTITUTION OF JUDGE 
735 ILCS 5/2-1001(a)(3)(ii) 

 
 Luke  A. Thomas, pro se Respondent, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and 

states: 

1. I am the Respondent in the above-captioned cause(es).   

2. I am forty-seven (47) years old.  I permanently reside at 416 North Sylvan 

Street, Ashland, Cass County, Illinois. 

3. I was admitted to practice law in the State of Illinois in 2002.  I am licensed 

and authorized to practice law in the State of Illinois, United States Supreme Court, Central 

District of Illinois-United States District Court, Central District of Illinois-United States 

Bankruptcy Court, United States Social Security Administration, and have appeared pro hace 

vice before other tribunals during my career.   I am in good standing with all courts in which I 

am licensed to practice. 

4. With the exception of any minor traffic offense(s) occurring years ago, I have 

no criminal history whatsoever and have been a law-abiding citizen my whole life. 

5. Any allegation of fact contained in the Motion to which this Affidavit is either 

attached or submitted in support thereof are verily believed to be true and if called as a witness, I 

could competently testify to the veracity, except as to matters which are not in my direct 

knowledge and to such matters, I verily believe the same to be true. 
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6. The correspondence(s) attached hereto are true and correct copies of 

electronic correspondence sent on behalf and through the firm of McClure, Thomas & Thomas 

by Gwendolyn M. Thomas, a partner in the firm and authorized User-level user of the Firm’s 

electronic mail and domain servers.  The undersigned further states such records are not only true 

and correct, but were retained in the ordinary course of business of the Firm and therefore meet 

the business records exception to the hearsay rule. 

7. The pleadings and motions attached to this affidavit to represent the judicial 

admissions made to various courts in the Eighth Circuit during the referenced time-period are 

true and correct copies of the records maintained by the law firm of McClure, Thomas & 

Thomas and are verily believed to be identical as submitted to the court(s) contained in the 

captions set forth thereon. 

8. The undersigned practiced law throughout the Eighth Judicial Circuit, Morgan 

County, and Sangamon County in various and numerous cases from 2003-2019.  . 

9. Petitioner has practiced law throughout the Eighth Judicial Circuit, Morgan 

County, and Sangamon County in various and numerous cases from 2006-present. 

10. Upon information and belief, Petitioner continues to appear as attorney of 

record on behalf of the Firm of McClure, Thomas & Thomas presently in one or more counties 

in the Eighth Judicial Circuit. 

11. Further your affiant sayeth not. 
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 Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Illinois Code 

of Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in the foregoing 

instrument are true and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and 

belief, and as to such matters, the undersigned certifies aforesaid that I verily believe the same to 

be true.  I further state that the statements made in the foregoing Affidavit as to want of 

knowledge sufficient to form a belief are true. 

 

       /s/ Luke A. Thomas   

                                                      LUKE A. THOMAS 
 

 
LUKE A. THOMAS, Pro Se 
RESPONDENT 
Temporary Address: 176 Trillium Lane, Springfield, IL 62707 
P. 217-210-1430 
E. thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com 
ARDC No. 6278591 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 

 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, BROWN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

DAVID LEIGHTON KURFMAN, ) 

) 

  Petitioner, )   

) 

             v. )  NO. 2021-OP-23 

) 

DACIA LYNN HARSY, ) 

) 

  Respondent. ) 

 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT 

 

 Now comes Gwendolyn M. Thomas, individually and on behalf of the firm of 

McClure, Thomas & Thomas, attorneys of record for your Respondent, Dacia Lynn Harsy, and 

for this Motion for Leave to Withdraw as Attorney for Respondent, states: 

1.  The undersigned and this firm are the attorneys of record for your Respondent, 

Dacia Lynn Harsy. 

2.  The last known address for Dacia Lynn Harsy is 1717 N. Reed Station Road, 

Carbondale, Illinois 62901. 

3.   The undersigned is unable to assist your Respondent any further in this 

proceeding due to personal issues involving her family, such that the undersigned can no longer 

dedicate the necessary time to effectively represent her interests.  Additionally, the undersigned 

is closing the firm. 

4.  It is just and proper for this Court to allow the undersigned and her firm to 

withdraw as attorneys of record for Dacia Lynn Harsy herein. 

5.  Dacia Lynn Harsy is hereby put on notice that if the Court allows the 

undersigned and her firm to withdraw as attorneys of record for her, she should retain other 

counsel to represent her interests in this cause, or file with the Clerk of the Court, within 21 days 

FILED
12/1/2021 10:40 AM
RHONDA JOHNSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BROWN COUNTY, ILLINOIS
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after entry of the Order for Leave to Withdraw, her supplemental appearance stating therein 

addresses for which service of notices or other papers may be had upon her. 

6.  Service of this Motion and Notice of Hearing on this Motion has or will be 

accomplished in accordance with Supreme Court Rule 13. 

WHEREFORE, the undersigned respectfully requests this Honorable Court to 

enter an Order granting the undersigned and her firm leave to withdraw as attorneys of record for 

the Respondent, and for such further relief this Honorable Court deems just and proper. 

   McCLURE, THOMAS & THOMAS 

 Attorneys for Dacia Lynn Harsy, 

 Respondent 

 

 

   By: /s/ Gwendolyn M. Thomas   

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

       

McCLURE, THOMAS & THOMAS 

Attorneys for Respondent 

113 State Street, P.O. Box 170 

Beardstown, IL  62618-0170 

Telephone:  (217) 323-2211 

Email:  gwendolynthomas@mcclurethomaslaw.com 

Attorney No.:  6290392  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 

 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, SCHUYLER COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

IN RE: ) 

) 

THE MARRIAGE OF ) 

) 

DAVID KURFMAN )              NO. 08-D-29 

)) 

 Petitioner,   )) 

)) 

          AND ) 

) 

DACIA KURFMAN, n/k/a DACIA HARSY ) 

)) 

 Respondent. )) 

 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT 

 

 Now comes Gwendolyn M. Thomas, individually and on behalf of the firm of 

McClure, Thomas & Thomas, attorneys of record for your Respondent, Dacia Lynn Harsy, and 

for this Motion for Leave to Withdraw as Attorney for Respondent, states: 

1.  The undersigned and this firm are the attorneys of record for your Respondent, 

Dacia Lynn Harsy. 

2.  The last known address for Dacia Lynn Harsy is 1717 N. Reed Station Road, 

Carbondale, Illinois 62901. 

3.   The undersigned is unable to assist your Respondent any further in this 

proceeding due to personal issues involving her family, such that the undersigned can no longer 

dedicate the necessary time to effectively represent her interests.  Additionally, the undersigned 

is closing the firm. 

4.  It is just and proper for this Court to allow the undersigned and her firm to 

withdraw as attorneys of record for Dacia Lynn Harsy herein. 

5.  Dacia Lynn Harsy is hereby put on notice that if the Court allows the  

FILED
SCHUYLER COUNTY ILLINOIS
12/1/2021 10:42 AM
KAY PAISLEY
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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undersigned and her firm to withdraw as attorneys of record for her, she should retain other 

counsel to represent her interests in this cause, or file with the Clerk of the Court, within 21 days 

after entry of the Order for Leave to Withdraw, her supplemental appearance stating therein 

addresses for which service of notices or other papers may be had upon her. 

6.  Service of this Motion and Notice of Hearing on this Motion has or will be 

accomplished in accordance with Supreme Court Rule 13. 

WHEREFORE, the undersigned respectfully requests this Honorable Court to 

enter an Order granting the undersigned and her firm leave to withdraw as attorneys of record for 

the Respondent, and for such further relief this Honorable Court deems just and proper. 

   McCLURE, THOMAS & THOMAS 

 Attorneys for Dacia Lynn Harsy, 

 Respondent 

 

 

   By: /s/ Gwendolyn M. Thomas   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McCLURE, THOMAS & THOMAS 

Attorneys for Respondent 

113 State Street, P.O. Box 170 

Beardstown, IL  62618-0170 

Telephone:  (217) 323-2211 

gwendolynthomas@mcclurethomaslaw.com 

Attorney No.:  6290392 


