
GROUP EXHIBIT D2 

TITLE: DUE PROCESS — TRIAL LENGTH AND IMBALANCE OF RESOURCES 

DESCRIPTION: This exhibit contains a chronological record of correspondence between the 
Plaintiff and the Presiding Judge, the Honorable Holly J. Henze, regarding the scheduling and 
scope of trial proceedings in the underlying state court matter (IRMO Thomas, 22-DC-15). 

RELEVANCE:  

1. Trial Scope & Complexity: Pages 1–2 demonstrate that the Court and all parties anticipated 
and scheduled a four-day trial to address the complex issues of property disposition, custody, and 
ADA compliance.  

2. Summary Deprivation: The contrast between this anticipated four-day trial and the resulting 
unrecorded, non-transcribed, two-hour Zoom proceeding on January 24, 2024, evidences a 
fundamental violation of Due Process and a failure to provide a meaningful opportunity to be 
heard.  

3. Systemic Obstruction: The subsequent correspondence memorializes the Plaintiff's repeated 
efforts to secure an accurate record, including cost-free transcripts, demonstrating an imbalance 
of resources and a pattern of administrative obstruction that hindered the Plaintiff’s ability to 
pursue appellate relief. 

INDEX OF DOCUMENTS: GROUP EXHIBIT D2 

Document 
No. Date Description 

D2-001 05/03/2023 
Email from Judge Holly J. Henze confirming four-
day trial scheduling requirements and the court's 
request to "pare down" issues. 

D2-002 05/03/2023 

Correspondence from Plaintiff to Judge Henze 
and counsel regarding trial scope, anticipated 
complexities, and the logistical challenges of a 
four-day proceeding. 

D2-003 01/08/2024 Docket Snippet re Filing of Motion to Continue 

D2-004-
007 01/10/2024 

Submission of Reports, Child’s Medicals, Status 
on Continuance request for hearing; Judge’s 
Response to Zoom instead because “case needs 
resolved” 



Document 
No. Date Description 

D2-008-
016 01/10/2024 

Status on Continuance; Weather Reports; 
Impossibility to Conduct via Zoom; Request to 
have Motion to Continue heard on the Record 

D2-017 01/10/2024 

Correspondence from Plaintiff to Court with PTO 
Summaries from Mayo (absences and time-off 
due to unanticipated move of minor and time 
needed to help him) 

D2-018-
023 01/11/2024 

Correspondences to/from Judge and Parties 
regarding “Technical Difficulties”; Zoom trial 
changed from Adams County to Cass County and 
“TJ Wessel’s Private Meeting Room”.  Illustrates 
the complexities involved. 

D024-029 01/16/2024-
01/17/2024 

Correspondence from Plaintiff inquiring about 
status of written judgment due to emergency 
medical and financial needs; transportation.  
Request for hearing on Emergency Motion. 

D2-030- 01/18/2024 
Judge Henze denies request for hearing date, 
instructs Plaintiff time better spent filing 
appeal. 

D2-031-
038 

01/18/2024-
01/21/2024 

Correspondence regarding need for Transcripts; 
Def. Thomas’s objection to Court providing 
transcripts free of charge; Transmission of 
Application 



My apologies…August 25 is not available for a setting. I have felony pretrials here in Adams
County.
 
HJH
 
From: Holly Henze
Sent: Wednesday, May 3, 2023 10:02 AM
To: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com; Alison
Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Subject: IRMO Thomas
 
Mr. Thomas indicated the trial would take four days.  Based on my schedule and
the regular dockets in Cass County I am not going to be able to provide
alternative dates for 4 consecutive days.   I’d also like to think we can pare
down the issues that two days would be sufficient.  The following dates can be
made available for scheduling purposes:
 
Thursday and Friday, August 10 and 11
Thursday and Friday, August 17 and 18
Thursday and Friday, August 24 and 25
Thursday and Friday, August 31 and September 1
Thursday and Friday, September 7 and 8
 
I will look forward to hearing from you so that dates can be chosen, and a
Hearing Scheduling Order can be entered. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  HJH
 
 
Hon. Holly J. Henze
521 Vermont Street
Quincy, IL 62301
217-277-2032
hhenze@adamscountyil.gov
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Outlook

Re: IRMO Thomas

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 5/3/2023 2:14 PM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>

Judge,

August 10-11 or the following week would be best for me. This would allow resolution prior to the first
day of school. 

Thank you for the flexibility in selecting dates. 

Luke Thomas 

On Wed, May 3, 2023, 10:01 AM Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov> wrote:

Mr. Thomas indicated the trial would take four days.  Based on my schedule and the regular
dockets in Cass County I am not going to be able to provide alternative dates for 4
consecutive days.   I’d also like to think we can pare down the issues that two days would
be sufficient.  The following dates can be made available for scheduling purposes:

 

Thursday and Friday, August 10 and 11

Thursday and Friday, August 17 and 18

Thursday and Friday, August 24 and 25

Thursday and Friday, August 31 and September 1

Thursday and Friday, September 7 and 8

 

I will look forward to hearing from you so that dates can be chosen, and a Hearing
Scheduling Order can be entered. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation.  HJH
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Supplemental Report--Education Only

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Tue 1/9/2024 1:42 PM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

4 attachments (1,024 KB)
IRMO Thomas Supplemental Report Education Only 01-09-2024.pdf; Education Summary 1-9-2024 Attach 1.pdf; RPS Online
Enrollment.pdf; Enrollment and Start date at Mayo High School 1-9-2024.pdf;

Judge,

 

Similar to my filing earlier today, I have submitted a supplemental report regarding developments in
Grant’s education plan.  I have attached what was submitted to the Circuit Clerk for filing.  Again, I will
make every attempt to address the remaining issues in a final supplemental report after I return home
from work.

 

I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email (both are listed for e-service in Tyler/Odyssey.

 

Thank you.

 

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Respondent's Supplemental Report-Medical Only

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Tue 1/9/2024 10:00 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

7 attachments (3 MB)
Supp Report IRMO Thomas 1-8-2024.pdf; Medical Summary p 1 of 2 1-7-2024.pdf; Medical Summary p 2 of 2 1-7-2024.pdf;
Cushing syndrome - Symptoms and causes - Mayo Clinic.pdf; Cortisol Testing Pic.pdf; Supplies pic.pdf; SUpplies 2.pdf;

Dear Judge,

 

In order expediting submission of my supplemental report, I have submitted a supplemental report for
filing with the Cass County Circuit Clerk’s office this morning which only covers medical updates.  I
hope to finalize the supplemental report in regard to Grant’s enrollment in Rochester Public School,
social/housing/financial, and family section this evening after work. 

 

I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email and attachments (they are also listed as service contacts
with the submission) and will also copy them on any additional submissions.

 

I’ll reach out once the aforementioned supplemental reports are submitted.

 

Thank you.

 

Luke Thomas

 

P.S.  Given the sensitive nature of Grant’s personal health information, I have submitted the filing and
attachments as ‘confidential’.  
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Outlook

RE: IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Financial/Emergency Motion

From Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 8:42 AM
To Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

006



I have and continue to be involved in a two day trial here in Adams so I have
not had the opportunity to review any filings. 
 
I was not aware Luke had filed a Motion to Continue until this morning.  I have
now reviewed it.  As far as asking for time off of work, the scheduling order was
entered on September 20 which served to allow both parties and the GAL more
than sufficient time to arrange their schedules around the dates all parties
agreed upon.  As far as weather and road conditions, all exhibits should have
been previously filed as part of the pretrial affidavits (or in other pleadings), and
the court would certainly be amenable to appearance(s) via Zoom pursuant to
S.Ct.Rule 45.  In fact, if the weather or road conditions worsen, I would intend
on appearing via Zoom.  As far as the emergency financial issues, it would be
my intention to hear these very issues tomorrow and/or Friday. 
 
This case needs to be resolved, and I would intend on hearing all matters and
issuing a final and appealable Judgment and Order within a few days following
the hearing. 
 
HJH
 
 
Hon. Holly J. Henze
521 Vermont Street
Quincy, IL 62301
217-277-2032
hhenze@adamscountyil.gov
 
From: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 7:12 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter
<alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Subject: IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Financial/Emergency Motion
 
Judge,
 
I have attached the final summary (financial) which has been filed in the form of
an emergency motion.  
 
I have not heard from Gwen or Alison regarding my Motion to Continue or other
recent submissions.  I would obviously like to address it and also the
immediate financial issues either at an agreed upon time or tomorrow at the
previously scheduled start of trial.  If you have instructions or preferences on
how to address these issues, please let me know. 
 
I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email and the attachments (both were
selected for E-service in Tyler/Odyssey).
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Thank you.
 
Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Financial/Emergency Motion

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 7:12 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

8 attachments (2 MB)
Dec 12 pay date stubs.pdf; Dec 26 pay date stub.pdf; IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Emergency Motion Jan 2024.pdf; Jan 9 Pay
Date stub.pdf; Nov 28 pay date stub.pdf; Cover Summary.pdf; Hotel Lodging 31 day summary MN Benefits Applicaiton.pdf;
Summary of Monthly Finances Nov 2-Jan 9 Attachment.pdf;

Judge,

I have attached the final summary (financial) which has been filed in the form of an emergency
motion.  

I have not heard from Gwen or Alison regarding my Motion to Continue or other recent submissions.  I
would obviously like to address it and also the immediate financial issues either at an agreed upon
time or tomorrow at the previously scheduled start of trial.  If you have instructions or preferences on
how to address these issues, please let me know. 

I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email and the attachments (both were selected for E-service in
Tyler/Odyssey).

Thank you.

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Motion to Bar Evidence and Cons. of Issue--Dissipation

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 3:11 PM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>; Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison

Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

1 attachment (177 KB)
IRMO THomas Motion to Bar Evidence and Consideration of Issue--Dissapation 1-11-2024.pdf;

Dear Judge,

I have attached a courtesy copy of a Motion to Bar Evidence and Consideration of Issue—Dissipation
submitted for filing with the Cass County Circuit Clerk.   I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email
and the attachments.

 

Thank you.

 

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Supplement #2 to Motion to Continue

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 4:41 PM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

2 attachments (272 KB)
NWS Rochester MN 1-10-2024 425 p.m..pdf; IRMO THomas Supplement #2 to Motion to Continue 1-10-2024.pdf;

Judge,

A courtesy copy of the above-referenced filing is attached.  In essence, it is an updated weather report
issued by the NWS for Rochester, MN.

Gwen and Alison are copied on this email and the attachment.

Thank you.

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Supplement to Motion to Continue--Sick TIme

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 11:58 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

2 attachments (192 KB)
Sick Time 1-10-2024.pdf; Supplement to Motion to Continue 01-10-2024.pdf;

Judge,

I apologize for the multiple filings.  I have attached a supplemental filing made with the Cass County
Circuit Clerk's in regard to my Motion to Continue and request to set the same.  I would like to advise
my employer that I will need to use "sick" time to present the motions which  I am required to do
under my policy of employment.

Thank you.

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 11:00 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

1 attachment (177 KB)
Notice of Hearing for 1-11-2024 w COS.pdf;

Judge,

For the sake of keeping the record clean, I have attached a courtesy copy of the Notice of Hearing
submitted for electronic filing   regarding my request that the motion to continue and emergency
motion be heard.

Thank you.

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

Re: IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Financial/Emergency Motion

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 9:14 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

Judge,

I cannot attend in person due to the weather, finances, and such short notice to my employer. 
Considering the weather conditions and known circumstances, I didn't fathom the motion be opposed
or denied.. It was never contemplated that the trial would be conducted by Zoom or to know what
exhibits were previously filed and are being considered.  Some exhibits have not been scanned and are
not capable of being scanned or submitted in a proper manner.  There is a need for emergency relief.  

I understand the Court's position.  I ask the Court take up the Motion to Continue and Emergency
Motion for Temporary Relief as the first two matters addressed on the record.  I cannot be absent from
work all day on Thursday and Friday and therefore would ask to be heard on the record regarding the
motions as the first matters before the Court. If denied, the matters could then proceed without me, as
it simply is impossible.  I am willing to attend by Zoom for this limited and relatively uncomplicated
issues, but for a trial affecting so many aspects of me and my family, I simply cannot acquiesce under
the circumstances.  I hope you understand.

Respectfully,

Luke Thomas

On Wed, Jan 10, 2024 at 8:42 AM Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov> wrote:

I have and continue to be involved in a two day trial here in Adams so I have not had the opportunity
to review any filings. 

 

I was not aware Luke had filed a Motion to Continue until this morning.  I have now reviewed it.  As
far as asking for time off of work, the scheduling order was entered on September 20 which served
to allow both parties and the GAL more than sufficient time to arrange their schedules around the
dates all parties agreed upon.  As far as weather and road conditions, all exhibits should have been
previously filed as part of the pretrial affidavits (or in other pleadings), and the court would certainly
be amenable to appearance(s) via Zoom pursuant to S.Ct.Rule 45.  In fact, if the weather or road
conditions worsen, I would intend on appearing via Zoom.  As far as the emergency financial issues,
it would be my intention to hear these very issues tomorrow and/or Friday. 
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This case needs to be resolved, and I would intend on hearing all matters and issuing a final and
appealable Judgment and Order within a few days following the hearing. 

 

HJH

 

 

Hon. Holly J. Henze

521 Vermont Street

Quincy, IL 62301

217-277-2032

hhenze@adamscountyil.gov

 

From: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 7:12 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Subject: IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Financial/Emergency Motion

 

Judge,

 

I have attached the final summary (financial) which has been filed in the form of an emergency
motion.  

 

I have not heard from Gwen or Alison regarding my Motion to Continue or other recent
submissions.  I would obviously like to address it and also the immediate financial issues either at an
agreed upon time or tomorrow at the previously scheduled start of trial.  If you have instructions or
preferences on how to address these issues, please let me know. 

 

I have copied Gwen and Alison on this email and the attachments (both were selected for E-service
in Tyler/Odyssey).

 

Thank you.
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Luke Thomas
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Outlook

IRMO Thomas 2022-DC-15 Additional attachments

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/10/2024 8:44 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

3 attachments (46 KB)
PTO Dec 31 23.pdf; PTO Nov 1 2023.pdf; PTO Jan 9.pdf;

Judge,

Upon review, I neglected to attach my PTO summaries to the email sent earlier this morning.  I have
attached the same and copied both Alison and Gwen on this email and attachments.  I apologize for
the oversight.

Thank you.

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

Re: Zoom Courtroom?

From Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Date Thu 1/11/2024 9:00 AM
To Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com

<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>

Change of plans. Please use Judge Wessells log in info. Wait to receive. You can log off of mine. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:55:52 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Technical difficulties… please be patient!!

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:32:07 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
My Zoom info. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:26:42 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Will we be Zooming in to the Cass County courtroom or using your regular courtroom access?
 
A
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Alison Vawter
Vawter Law Ltd.
The Old Bailey House
100 South Campbell Street, Second Floor
Macomb, Illinois  61455
(309) 837-5400/837-1910 (fax)
 
WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM US?  IF IT’S BEEN 48 WEEKDAY HOURS SINCE YOU
SENT AN E-MAIL, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SET UP A TELEPHONE
APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS YOUR CASE.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This e-mail is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only.  If you have
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and then delete it.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from using, keeping, copying, or
distributing this e-mail.  We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this
message. 

We cannot accept liability for any loss or damage caused by software viruses.  The information
contained in this communication may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney-client
privilege.  if you are the intended recipient and you do not wish to receive similar electronic
messages from us in the future, please notify us immediately.
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Outlook

Re: Zoom Courtroom?

From Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Date Thu 1/11/2024 8:55 AM
To Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com

<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>

Technical difficulties… please be patient!!

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:32:07 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
My Zoom info. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:26:42 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Will we be Zooming in to the Cass County courtroom or using your regular courtroom access?
 
A
 
Alison Vawter
Vawter Law Ltd.
The Old Bailey House
100 South Campbell Street, Second Floor
Macomb, Illinois  61455
(309) 837-5400/837-1910 (fax)
 
WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM US?  IF IT’S BEEN 48 WEEKDAY HOURS SINCE YOU
SENT AN E-MAIL, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SET UP A TELEPHONE
APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS YOUR CASE.   
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Outlook

Re: Zoom Courtroom?

From Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Date Thu 1/11/2024 8:32 AM
To Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com

<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>

My Zoom info. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:26:42 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Will we be Zooming in to the Cass County courtroom or using your regular courtroom access?
 
A
 
Alison Vawter
Vawter Law Ltd.
The Old Bailey House
100 South Campbell Street, Second Floor
Macomb, Illinois  61455
(309) 837-5400/837-1910 (fax)
 
WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM US?  IF IT’S BEEN 48 WEEKDAY HOURS SINCE YOU
SENT AN E-MAIL, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SET UP A TELEPHONE
APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS YOUR CASE.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This e-mail is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only.  If you have
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and then delete it.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from using, keeping, copying, or
distributing this e-mail.  We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this
message. 

We cannot accept liability for any loss or damage caused by software viruses.  The information
contained in this communication may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney-client
privilege.  if you are the intended recipient and you do not wish to receive similar electronic
messages from us in the future, please notify us immediately.
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Outlook

Re: Zoom Courtroom?

From Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Date Thu 1/11/2024 9:08 AM
To Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com

<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>

Meeting ID 2930241427
Passcode 2023CassID

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 9:01:33 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Got it.
 
Alison Vawter
Vawter Law Ltd.
The Old Bailey House
100 South Campbell Street, Second Floor
Macomb, Illinois  61455
(309) 837-5400/837-1910 (fax)
 
WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM US?  IF IT’S BEEN 48 WEEKDAY HOURS SINCE YOU
SENT AN E-MAIL, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SET UP A TELEPHONE
APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS YOUR CASE.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This e-mail is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only.  If you have
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and then delete it.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from using, keeping, copying, or
distributing this e-mail.  We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this
message. 

We cannot accept liability for any loss or damage caused by software viruses.  The information
contained in this communication may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney-client
privilege.  if you are the intended recipient and you do not wish to receive similar electronic
messages from us in the future, please notify us immediately.
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From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 9:01 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Change of plans. Please use Judge Wessells log in info. Wait to receive. You can log off of mine. 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:55:52 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Technical difficulties… please be patient!!
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:32:07 AM
To: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Zoom Courtroom?
 
My Zoom info. 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:26:42 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>; gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com
<gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>
Subject: Zoom Courtroom?
 
Will we be Zooming in to the Cass County courtroom or using your regular courtroom access?
 
A
 
Alison Vawter
Vawter Law Ltd.
The Old Bailey House
100 South Campbell Street, Second Floor
Macomb, Illinois  61455
(309) 837-5400/837-1910 (fax)
 
WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM US?  IF IT’S BEEN 48 WEEKDAY HOURS SINCE YOU
SENT AN E-MAIL, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SET UP A TELEPHONE
APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS YOUR CASE.   
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As I shared before, you can consider this as an advance against any amounts awarded to me or you
can select any marital property listed in your pre-trial affidavit of similar value.  

I have copied Judge Henze and Alison on this email so that they know the representations I have
made to you in the event you assist before any order.   With time of essence, I would greatly
appreciate it if you would respond one way or the other.   

I have attached a screen shot so you can confirm the costs and I have also added a link to
hotels.com egift card site for your convenience.

https://hotels.cashstar.com/store/recipient?locale=en-us
Thanks,

Luke
--
Gwendolyn M. Thomas, Attorney
416 N. Sylvan Street
Ashland, IL 62612
(217) 291-3892

The information contained in this message is privileged and confidential information, intended for the
use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby on notice
that you are in possession of confidential information.  Please immediately notify the sender of your
inadvertent receipt and do not disseminate the contents of this message.  The attorney/client privilege
is claimed.
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Mr. Thomas,
 
I have no time available to schedule a hearing tomorrow (Friday, January 19). 
 
With all due respect, the Judgment did in fact address your request for funds,
both on an “emergency” and on a permanent basis.  Just because you do not
like nor agree with my findings and rulings does not mean the issues were not
addressed.    I would suggest that your efforts would be better spent with the
filing of a Notice of Appeal. 
 
Also, I would ask that you do not include me in your direct communications with
Mrs. Thomas regarding your requests for support and/or other parenting issues
and disputes.   I am neither your or Mrs. Thomas’ attorney, nor is it my duty to
mediate your ongoing disputes. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Hon. Holly J. Henze
521 Vermont Street
Quincy, IL 62301
217-277-2032
hhenze@adamscountyil.gov
 
From: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2024 10:10 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter
<alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Subject: Hearing
 
Judge,
 
I will need to prepare and file an emergency motion.  I would like time tomorrow
if possible.  I have pleaded for assistance and the order this morning does
nothing to address it.  My check engine light came on this morning and I have
no money for repairs.  I am absolutely dumbfounded.
If you have time this afternoon for a conference call, I'll make myself available.  
 
Luke Thomas
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Outlook

Re: Hearing

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Thu 1/18/2024 5:56 PM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

Judge,

Thank you for the response. I have noted your instruction on communication and will abide by the
same. 

Luke Thomas 

On Thu, Jan 18, 2024, 5:23 PM Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov> wrote:

Mr. Thomas,

 

I have no time available to schedule a hearing tomorrow (Friday, January 19). 

 

With all due respect, the Judgment did in fact address your request for funds, both on an
“emergency” and on a permanent basis.  Just because you do not like nor agree with my findings
and rulings does not mean the issues were not addressed.    I would suggest that your efforts would
be better spent with the filing of a Notice of Appeal. 

 

Also, I would ask that you do not include me in your direct communications with Mrs. Thomas
regarding your requests for support and/or other parenting issues and disputes.   I am neither your
or Mrs. Thomas’ attorney, nor is it my duty to mediate your ongoing disputes. 

 

Sincerely,

 

Hon. Holly J. Henze

521 Vermont Street

Quincy, IL 62301
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217-277-2032

hhenze@adamscountyil.gov

 

From: Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2024 10:10 AM
To: Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc: Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>
Subject: Hearing

 

Judge,

 

I will need to prepare and file an emergency motion.  I would like time tomorrow if possible.  I have
pleaded for assistance and the order this morning does nothing to address it.  My check engine light
came on this morning and I have no money for repairs.  I am absolutely dumbfounded.

If you have time this afternoon for a conference call, I'll make myself available.  

 

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

Hearing

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Thu 1/18/2024 10:09 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>
Cc Gwendolyn Thomas <gwenthomaslaw@gmail.com>; Alison Vawter <alison@alisonvawterlaw.com>

Judge,

I will need to prepare and file an emergency motion.  I would like time tomorrow if possible.  I have
pleaded for assistance and the order this morning does nothing to address it.  My check engine light
came on this morning and I have no money for repairs.  I am absolutely dumbfounded.
If you have time this afternoon for a conference call, I'll make myself available.  

Luke Thomas
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Outlook

Hearing

From Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com>
Date Fri 1/19/2024 11:34 AM
To Holly Henze <hhenze@adamscountyil.gov>; Denise Barr <barrd@ticebarr.com>

Just wanted to confirm the Zoom meeting credentials. I have logged on using the credentials on the
order and the Cass credentials provided in the divorce case. 

Thanks 

Luke
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Once you have entered the order, I ask that you please provide me with a courtesy copy of the same
when transmitting it to the Clerk or otherwise request the Clerk to provide the same without delay
or additional request from me.

I have copied the Petitioner on this correspondence and attachments.

Thank you for your time and prompt attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

Luke Thomas
--
Gwendolyn M. Thomas, Attorney
416 N. Sylvan Street
Ashland, IL 62612
(217) 291-3892

The information contained in this message is privileged and confidential information, intended for the
use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby on notice
that you are in possession of confidential information.  Please immediately notify the sender of your
inadvertent receipt and do not disseminate the contents of this message.  The attorney/client privilege
is claimed.
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Thank you for your consideration.

Gwen

On Sun, Jan 21, 2024 at 4:14 AM Luke Thomas <thomaslitigation2022@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Judge,

I have attached a courtesy copy of my  Illinois Supreme Court Rule 298 Application for Waiver of
Court Fees, Costs, and Charges in form and content as prescribed under Rule 298(a)(1) and as
approved by the Illinois Supreme Court and the Supreme Court Commission on Access to Justice.

Considering the time-sensitive nature of my application, I ask that you rule on my application
without delay.  The Rule does not require me to request a hearing on the Application and to
facilitate an expeditious decision, I have attached a proposed order as approved by the aforesaid
bodies.  

Once you have entered the order, I ask that you please provide me with a courtesy copy of the
same when transmitting it to the Clerk or otherwise request the Clerk to provide the same without
delay or additional request from me.

I have copied the Petitioner on this correspondence and attachments.

Thank you for your time and prompt attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

Luke Thomas
--
Gwendolyn M. Thomas, Attorney
416 N. Sylvan Street
Ashland, IL 62612
(217) 291-3892

The information contained in this message is privileged and confidential information, intended for
the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby
on notice that you are in possession of confidential information.  Please immediately notify the
sender of your inadvertent receipt and do not disseminate the contents of this message.  The
attorney/client privilege is claimed.
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